
 

English Department: 2020 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

Dear Freshman Class,  

Welcome to Fenwick’s academic life! In order to share a common experience for your All Aboard discussions 
and the fall term, this year “Carry On” by Lisa Fenn will be our required summer read. In addition, you will 
need to choose one book from your grade level options. A discussion and follow-up assessment will take place 
in September.  Before reading any book, make sure to read our Active Reading Tips and the How to Annotate 
documents included below.   

Finally, as you read the different books, annotate them as you reflect upon the following essential questions:  

• What is the writer asserting? 
• What am I being asked to believe or accept? Facts? Opinions? Some mixture? 
• How do the different characters analyze the moral content of their decisions? What makes a decision 

morally correct? 
• How has your thinking been altered by this reading? How has it affected your response to the issues and 

themes in your own life? 
• Why/How is this book still relevant? 

 

 

 

All CP students grades 9-12 should choose one book from their grade level options. A discussion and 
follow-up an assessment will take place in September. 

ENGLISH I OPTIONS 

Carry On: A Story of Resilience, Redemption, and an Unlikely Family by Lisa Fenn  

NAACP Image Award Finalist, and Winner of the 2016 Friends of American Writers Literary Award and the Christopher 
Award In the spirit of The Blind Side comes a deeply moving memoir about the unexpected bonds that would transform 

Why Reading 
Matters And how it inspires you!



 

English Department: 2020 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

three lives. Lisa Fenn produced human-interest features for ESPN for over a decade, but one particular story came into her 
life and never left. After seeing a newspaper image of two young wrestlers from one of Cleveland's tougher public high 
schools, Lisa followed a hunch and flew back to her hometown to meet the boys that very day. What she found caused her 
spirit both to sink and to soar. Leroy Sutton, who lost his legs in a childhood train accident, could often be found riding on 
the back of Dartanyon Crockett, who was legally blind and had no permanent place to call home. Initially drawn together 
by their handicaps, the boys soon developed a brother-like bond. When one wrestled, the other sat on the edge of the mat, 
and their cheerful friendship was a source of inspiration throughout the halls of their high school. As Lisa filmed her 
feature about this remarkable friendship for ESPN, she grew to understand the suffering Leroy and Dartanyon had 
endured, and she fought for their trust and their confidence. The three formed a surprising and meaningful connection--
and once the television story ended, Lisa realized she couldn't just walk away. More than a story of two underdogs 
overcoming innumerable hardships, Carry On is a touching tale of an unlikely family forged through barriers of race, 
class, and disability. It is a powerful memoir about grit, love, hope, and faith--and the courage to carry on, even in the 
most extraordinary circumstances. 

The City of the Beast by Isabel Allende  

Fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold is about to join his fearless grandmother on the trip of a lifetime. An International 
Geographic expedition is headed to the dangerous, remote wilds of South America, on a mission to document the legendary 
Yeti of the Amazon known as the Beast. But there are many secrets hidden in the unexplored wilderness, as Alex and his 
new friend Nadia soon discover 

Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein:  

Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the 
girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun. When "Verity" is arrested by the 
Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst 
nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. 

Tesla’s Attic by Neal Shusterman and Eric Elfman 

Tesla's Attic is the first book in a brilliantly imagined and hilariously written trilogy that combines science, magic, intrigue, 
and just plain weirdness, about four kids who are caught up in a dangerous plan concocted by the eccentric inventor Nikola 
Tesla. Fans of intrigue, action, humor, and nonstop surprises are guaranteed a read unlike any other in Tesla's Attic, Book 
One of the Accelerati Trilogy.  

English I Honors – Add:  

• Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck, and  
• All My Sons by Arthur Miller 
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“Reading is to the 
mind what exercise is 

to the body.”
Joseph Addison

Reading introduces 
you to new ideas and 
invites you to solve 

problems

Reading makes you a better writer



 

English Department: 2020 9th Grade Summer Reading Assignment 

 

How to Annotate While Reading – Adapted from “Interrogating Text” from 
https://guides.library.harvard.edu/sixreadinghabits 

Unlike "highlighting," which might be a passive activity, the process of annotating text helps you to stay focused and 
involved and to get much more out of your reading. You may find that the process of taking notes, asking questions, 
looking up unclear words, terms or information, and recording your reactions all help you to concentrate better. 

 1. Look over the text quickly to: 

• Preview main ideas (including the title) 
• Locate the name and credentials of the writer (might involve a quick Google) 
• See when and where the work was published 
• Preview main ideas (including the title) 
• Notice any other distinguishing features of the text (unusual format, section headers, lists, and so on). 

 
2. Actively reading the text and annotating while reading:  

• Locating and marking the thesis, supporting points, significant ideas. 
• Underlining important terms and explaining them in the margins. 
• Writing key words, meanings, and definitions in the margin. 
• Signaling where important information can be found with key words or symbols in the margin 
• Identifying any ideas that challenge the knowledge, beliefs or attitudes of the audience. 
• Noting any personal experience with or reflection on the topic. 
• Marking, circling, or underlining any words that define voice, tone, attitude or diction and describing what type it 

seems to be. 
• Identifying any information or evidence that defines the text’s historical, biographical, or cultural context. 
• Identifying any connections to other sources you have already read on the topic (compare and contrast). 
• Writing down any ideas for the essay or questions that develop while reading a source. 

  

Reading strengthens 
worldview and convictions

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

Reading improves your 
self-discipline and 
consistency and forces 
you to focus.
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How to Annotate While Reading, Part Two – Adapted from “The Handout that Harvard Uses” 

1. Adding to your highlighter: Highlighting can seem like an active reading strategy, but it can actually distract from the 
business of learning and dilute your comprehension.  Those bright yellow lines you put on a printed page one day 
can seem strangely cryptic the next, unless you have a method for remembering why they were important to you 
at another moment in time.  Pen or pencil will allow you do to more to a text you have to wrestle with.   

2. Mark up the margins of your text with words and phrases: ideas that occur to you, notes about things that seem 
important to you, reminders of how issues in a text may connect with class discussion or course themes. This kind 
of interaction keeps you conscious of the reasons you are reading as well as the purposes your instructor has in 
mind. Later in the term, when you are reviewing for a test or project, your marginalia will be useful memory 
triggers.  

3. Develop your own symbol system: asterisk (*) a key idea, for example, or use an exclamation point (!) for the 
surprising, absurd, bizarre.  Your personalized set of hieroglyphs allow you to capture the important -- and often 
fleeting -- insights that occur to you as you're reading.  Like notes in your margins, they'll prove indispensable 
when you return to a text in search of that perfect passage to use in a paper or are preparing for a big exam. 
 

4. Get in the habit of hearing yourself ask questions: “What does this mean?” “Why is the writer drawing that 
conclusion?” “Why am I being asked to read this text?” etc.  Write the questions down (in your margins, at the 
beginning or end of the reading, in a notebook, or elsewhere. They are reminders of the unfinished business you 
still have with a text: something to ask during class discussion, or to come to terms with on your own, once 
you’ve had a chance to digest the material further or have done other course reading. 
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ACTIVE READING: INTERROGATING TEXTS 

Reading Habits to Develop in Your First Year at Fenwick (adapted from Harvard Library Resources) 

Critical reading--active engagement and interaction with texts--is essential to your academic success and to your 
intellectual growth. Research has shown that students who read deliberately retain more information and retain it longer.  

While the strategies below are (for the sake of clarity) listed sequentially, you can probably do most of them 
simultaneously. They may feel awkward at first, and you may have to deploy them very consciously, especially if you are 
not used to doing anything more than moving your eyes across the page. But they will quickly become habits, and you 
will notice the difference—in what you “see” in a reading, and in the confidence with which you approach your texts. 

1. Previewing: Look “around” the text before you start reading. 

You’ve probably engaged in one version of previewing in the past, when you’ve tried to determine how long an assigned 
reading is (and how much time and energy, as a result, it will demand from you). Previewing enables you to develop a set 
of expectations about the scope and aim of the text. These very preliminary impressions offer you a way to focus your 
reading. For instance: Is the author known to you already? If so, how does his (or her) reputation or credentials influence 
your perception of what you are about to read? If the author is unfamiliar or unknown, does an editor introduce him or her 
(by supplying brief biographical information, an assessment of the author’s work, concerns, and importance)? 

2. Annotating: Make your reading thinking-intensive from start to finish. 

Annotating puts you actively and immediately in a "dialogue” with an author and the issues and ideas you encounter in a 
written text. It's also a way to have an ongoing conversation with yourself as you move through the text and to record 
what that encounter was like for you. Here's how: 

• Add to your highlighter: Highlighting can seem like an active reading strategy, but it can actually distract from the 
business of learning and dilute your comprehension. Those bright yellow lines you put on a printed page one day can 
seem strangely cryptic the next, unless you have a method for remembering why they were important to you at another 
moment in time. Pen or pencil will allow you to do more to a text you have to wrestle with. 

• Mark up the margins of your text with words and phrases: ideas that occur to you, notes about things that seem important 
to you, reminders of how issues in a text may connect with class discussion or course themes. This kind of interaction 
keeps you conscious of the reasons you are reading as well as the purposes your teacher has in mind. Later in the term, 
when you are reviewing for a test or project, your marginalia will be useful memory triggers. 

Reading increases cultural knowledge (without an 
expensive plane flight)

Reading challenges your 
imagination
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• Develop your own symbol system: asterisk (*) a key idea, for example, or use an exclamation point (!) for the surprising, 
absurd, bizarre. Your personalized set of hieroglyphs allow you to capture the important -- and often fleeting -- insights 
that occur to you as you're reading. Like notes in your margins, they'll prove indispensable when you return to a text in 
search of that perfect passage to use in a paper or are preparing for a big exam. 

• Get in the habit of hearing yourself ask questions: “What does this mean?” “Why is the writer drawing that conclusion?” 
“Why am I being asked to read this text?” etc. Write the questions down (in your margins, at the beginning or end of the 
reading, in a notebook, or elsewhere. They are reminders of the unfinished business you still have with a text: something 
to ask during class discussion, or to come to terms with on your own, once you’ve had a chance to digest the material 
further or have done other course reading. 

3. Outline, summarize, analyze: Take the information apart, look at its parts, and then try to put it back together again in 
language that is meaningful to you. The best way to determine that you’ve really gotten the point is to be able to state it in 
your own words. 

Outlining enables you to see the skeleton of an argument: the thesis, the first point and evidence (and so on), through the 
conclusion. With weighty or difficult readings, that skeleton may not be obvious until you go looking for it. 

Summarizing accomplishes something similar, but in sentence and paragraph form, and with the connections between 
ideas made explicit. 

Analyzing adds an evaluative component to the summarizing process—it requires you not just to restate main ideas, but 
also to test the logic, credibility, and emotional impact of an argument. In analyzing a text, you reflect upon and decide 
how effectively (or poorly) its argument has been made. Questions to ask: 

• What am I being asked to believe or accept? Facts? Opinions? Some mixture? 

• What reasons or evidence does the author supply to convince me? Where is the strongest or most effective evidence the 
author offers -- and why is it compelling? 

4. Look for repetitions and patterns: 

The way language is chosen, used, positioned in a text can be an important indication of what an author considers crucial 
and what he expects you to glean from his argument. It can also alert you to ideological positions, hidden agendas or 
biases. Be watching for: 

• Recurring images 

• Repeated words, phrases, types of examples, or illustrations 

• Consistent ways of characterizing people, events, or issues 

5. Contextualize: Once you’ve finished reading actively and annotating, take stock for a moment and put it in 
perspective. When you contextualize, you essentially "re-view" a text you've encountered, framed by its historical, 
cultural, material, or intellectual circumstances. 

• When was it written or where was it published? Do these factors change or otherwise influence how you view a piece? 

Also view the reading through the lens of your own experience. Your understanding of the words on the page and their 
significance is always shaped by what you have come to know and value from living in a particular time and place. 

Susan Gilroy, Librarian for Undergraduate Programs for Writing, Lamont and Widener Libraries 9.12. 


