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Turn your summer One Read into a Service to Blogging experience.  Is this the project you want to 

choose?  Use the following FAQ to determine if this approach to reflecting and responding to your 

summer read experience will give you the best opportunity to share and develop your skills. 

What is the Service to Blog Project?   Generally speaking, the content of your blog posts will focus on 

your summer service experience that was inspired by The Good Thief. Type your five (5) sentence entries 

along the lines of what you see below.   Your final product will be a total of at least seven (7) posts (5) 

sentences each addressing seven (7) different prompts including an introduction that tells the reader who 

you are, what your summer service project is, and why you picked it and a closing post that pulls your 

elements together with an idea for a someday story.  Your blog post needs to start and end with references 

to The Good Thief so your readers get the idea that they should read the book and perhaps be as inspired 

as you were to get out into the community and make a difference in the lives of others.     

 

Specifically, what should the finished Blog posts look like?  You can post as each element comes 

together for you.  In the end, make sure you have seven (7) blog entries of at least five (5) sentences each, 

print out your seven and pass them in to your homeroom teacher on the first day of class.   

How do I get started?  Read the book and think about the main ideas and messages it conveys to you.  

Decide what you will do for a service project and show up on site.  A story idea will show itself as you 

meet new people and contribute your time and energy.  Ask yourself what you can do that is similar to 

Ms. Tinti's experience of writing a fictional story.  We are all writers.  Ms. Tinti grew up in Salem so for 

that and other reasons she decided to set her novel in New England.  She saw the term "resurrection men" 

in a book,  loves thinking about history and is a graduate of Fenwick.  Ideas come from everywhere! 

Can the people connected to my service experience be part of my blog posts?  Think about people 

you want or need to understand better and keep your eyes open for interesting people.  For example, what 

if your service project is something you design around getting to know a distant relative or a grandparent 

better.  He or she has stories to tell about life before you were born and is probably interested in getting to 

know you better too.  Or, if you like sports, look into volunteer opportunities this summer with groups 

like Best Buddies or Special Olympics Massachusetts.  A list of service options at places that already 

have relationships with BFHS is posted along with the other One Read materials in case you need more 

ideas but, in the end, they all involve people. People inspire good story characters. 

Can I team up with someone for the service part of this project?   Absolutely!   It's all about 

involvement with others so have some fun with it.  Bring a friend, a family member and encourage that 

person to read the book too.  If you do your project with another Fenwick student, remember that each 

student needs to create and submit unique Blog entries.  If two people submit the same blog entries then 

each will be given a zero, the same as if the work was copied. There are consequences.     

What do I have to do to write blog entries?   Write a blog post for each of the seven (7) categories you 

see on the blog, at least five (5) sentences each.  See the Service to Blog Project description sheet to know 

what each of the seven entries are about.  This is not a book review but instead, the sharing of an 

experience and the generating of story ideas of your own.  The Good Thief might inspire you to write 

story ideas like Hannah Tinti did when she started thinking about writing The Good Thief.  Get involved 

in your service project and then get creative.  Make notes about people you meet, things you see, stuff  

that happens and use the experience to inspire ideas for a setting, a plot, a theme etc. for your blog entries.     
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What would my finished blog entries look like for the BFHS One Read?  The simplest way to realize 

how the blog posts will come together is to post your first entry on the blog.  You've read the book, 

identified a summer service project and seen the video short that outlines the elements of a story:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDmhl-SU5Yk  Now, decide on two characters, think about how 

they might come into conflict over something, ask yourself what the theme of the interaction 

might be, come up with a few plot elements and describe your setting.  The Service to Blog 

Description Project Sheet provides the skeletal format and structure to get you started. 

How do I know what to put into each five sentence entry?  Look over The Good Thief and think about 

your summer experience.  Remember, the audience for the blog has visited the blog site to see how you 

were inspired by The Good Thief to connect to someone in your community and notice creative story 

elements inspired by your experience.  Imagine that your reader is just beginning to realize that everyone 

is a writer and may be thinking of trying to write a story too.    

How can I make sure my blog posts are interesting?  Organize your thoughts and then think about 

what you're doing. There are stories unfolding around us every day.   If, for example, you meet a cranky 

old lady who wears diving flippers over her shoes and shows up at the pool where you've volunteered to 

supervise water playtime with underprivileged kids you might decide she makes an interesting character 

for a story.   You won't use her real name but you may let your imagination run wild thinking about where 

she comes from, why she wears flippers on shore, and if she ever intends on really diving into the pool.  

Any creative tips?  Take notes while you're reading (Hannah Tinti is a master storyteller so notice how 

she does things) and keep a journal of your service experience.  For example, pay attention to how Ms. 

Tinti developed the plot and subplots for her book. Think about something that happened while doing 

your service project and how you might use your imagination to turn it into a plot element to post on the 

blog. Could the scene be part of your story outline's rising action, part of the climax of your story or the 

resolution of your story?   Share your ideas with others before you blog them.  Feedback often helps. 

Should I just jump in and see where the blog posts go?  The unstructured approach might end up 

taking too much time and go off in directions that won't convey to your readers what you want them to 

know.  Take a few minutes to analyze where you're going with your blog posts.  Write and present your 

elements to give a brief overview of the story that is inspired by your participation in your summer 

service experience.  You may never write the whole story but your story elements might inspire others to 

write their own stories.  

Can I include things from The Good Thief as part of my blog posts about my story elements?  This 

is a good idea.  Your story might include something that reminds you of something in the book.  You 

might want to bring in a quote from the book or refer back to a scene that was particularly inspiring and 

relates to something you did or saw in your service experience. 

What should the finished product should look like?  Your informal notes and journal entries you make 

as you read and do service are for your eyes only.  The blog, however, will be open for others to read so 

take some care.  This is for academic purposes so make sure your blog posts follow the conventions of 

standard written English.  Follow the rules of grammar, watch your spelling, capitalization, word choice, 

you know, the basics.  Make sure each blog post responds to the thread you're addressing (Intro, setting, 

plot, conflict, theme, character, plot, close). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDmhl-SU5Yk

