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Service to Blog Description Project 
 

 Service to Blog entries:  The emphasis of this project is action, communication, and creativity!  

Students opting for this project option will write at least seven (7) blog entries about how a particular 

summer service experience might translate into the elements for writing a short story. The service experience needs to be 

something new for you that is inspired by reading The Good Thief.  You don't have to write a story, just blog creatively 

about your service experience and how real life can inspire a work of fiction. 

 

For this project, you need to read the book and then step out of your comfort zone to meet someone whose story you will 

discover and then share.  Authors of fiction sometimes get their story ideas from things that happen in real life.  For 

example, you might volunteer to do service at a food pantry or a summer camp for underprivileged children.  A person 

you meet might prompt you to create a character with similar traits.  

The Good Thief is a book about, among other things, relationship, family, an identity taking shape, living with a disability 

and more.  Exposing yourself to people who think and live differently than you can cause you to see things in new and 

interesting ways.  Can you imagine how people came to live the way they do, how their lives might play out beyond the 

context you see them in?  Turning real world ideas and problems into fiction provides an opportunity to explore through 

imagination what it means to be human.   

You will be Blogging about the 5 basic elements of a story and providing readers with an introductory post and a closing 

post.  Before you begin, watch this video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VDmhl-SU5Yk  to get a clearer idea of 

what is meant by the elements of story. This are things you can be watching for when you're reading The Good Thief to 

see how Hannah Tinti handles the elements.  Then, after you've had time to reflect on the reading and your summer 

service experience, you will post your own elements on the blog.  

 

For your service to blog posts, it should be assumed that your audience is made of people interested in hearing about how 

this summer's One Read, The Good Thief,  captured your attention like any story would through characters, setting, plot, 

theme, and conflict.  The interesting thing that will keep your blog readers coming back is that you'll be sharing how your 

summer service experience caused you to see how stories are all around us.  If you actually wrote a story, your characters 

might be inspired by people you meet this summer as part of your service experience.  Your blog posts about characters, 

setting, plot, theme, and conflict will draw parallels between the book and your summer connection/experience.  

 

While you are reading the book, reflect on the idea that stories can come from things we see and do every day.  Ms. Tinti 

made characters like Ren and Dolly come to life in an 18
th
 Century New England setting that begins in St. Anthony's 

Orphanage and ends with a picnic in a graveyard. Who can you make a connection with this summer?  Don't worry if the 

service experience you choose will make a good story or not.  Pick something you're interested in doing and the rest will 

show itself as you get started doing service.    

You'll need a lead to find a service project. Find a connection with someone through your church or community center, or 

it could be a neighbor or maybe you have an idea about how you can get involved with service for a relative you've 

wanted to get to know better.  There's a list of Service Opportunities Fenwick sometimes relies on among these project 

sheets or find a location on your own.  Ms. Foley (Laura P Foley - Faculty LPF@fenwick.org in campus ministry has a lot 

of experience and connections in this area so reach out and ask for help. 

WRITING YOUR SERVICE TO BLOG ENTRIES  Use the following as a guide along with the FAQ sheet for this 

project.  Finish reading The Good Thief, find your service location and activity, and get started.  Your blog posts will be 

seven (7) entries, no less than five (5) sentences each,  that tell the reader about your summer service experience, address 

the elements of a story, and tell the reader how you see the five (5) elements coming together into a short story, a novel, or 

a movie someday.  (SOMEDAY!  You don't actually have to write a story now.) 

 

You can make your blog posts in any order. You must login to the library website ( www.fenwick.org  , click on 

STUDENT, login using the same login and password combination you use to get into your tablet, scroll down and click  
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on the O'Rourke Library & Information Center link.  The Blog is the last button under Useful Links.  Each entry will be 

automatically labeled with the date, time and the initials of the student posting. Blog posts need approval before they 

appear.  TIP:  Compose your post in a MSWord document using spell and grammar check.  Copy and paste your 5 

sentence post into the appropriate section of the blog and keep a copy for yourself for easy reference and as a backup.  

 

Your blog posts are inspired by your service project, you don't just pull them out of the air. In other words, there's always 

a place to start.  For example, you might not have a clear idea of how you want to present the specifics of your 

introduction so jump ahead to find another prompt you are ready to do and come back to the Introduction later.  Your first 

blog post might be about the setting. You'll use the actual setting of your service project to inspire you to be creative about 

a setting for a story.  Think of it this way, your setting might be a summer camp, on an island off the coast of Marblehead, 

MA.  You'll write five (5) sentences about your setting that turns what you experience in reality into a made up setting.  

So, it might be a Math Camp in reality but your description of your setting can imagine the place to be a camp where the 

children of pirates are left for the summer while their parents are off doing villainous activities like stealing treasure or 

taking hostages from boats that are isolated at sea.  Notice details in your actual setting to help you describe your fictional 

place like weather, number of kids, distance from the mainland, ability to communicate or not beyond the island etc. 

 

Here's a way to organize your approach to the Service to Blog Project. Know in advance that you will be focusing on 

seven (7) areas.  Use a couple of tools that most writers employ.  Make notes while you read, noticing how Hannah Tinti 

addresses the elements of story in The Good Thief.  Journal about your service experience as you meet people and do 

things.  When you write your blog post you'll have your tools to help crystalize your thoughts. 

 

Introduction— (describe your actual service experience)The introduction is written usually before you've even had an 

idea about how you might turn your real service experience into a creative setting, plot, theme etc so keep it real.  Write 

five (5) sentences about what you've decided to do for service, why, where you're doing it and a little about what you 

expect or hope it to be.  

 

This is where you can be creative.  Turn your reality into your fictional story elements… 

 

Characters--- (At least two, you and someone else, see conflict & plot)  decide which will be the main character and who 

the second character will be who is in opposition to the main character 

 

Setting--- (The when and where of your imagined story.)  Time & place can determine the type of story taking shape and 

where the plot goes.   Hannah Tinti decided her story would take place in an orphanage in 18
th
 Century New England and 

look where her story went from there!   

 

Plot--- (What happens?)  This is simple but important.  Something happens, then something else happens and then 

something else happens. Remember, you have five sentences so string a few events together using one sentence to tell the 

reader how the story might start. It helps to mention the setting & characters here). The next sentence tells the reader one 

thing that happens (rising action), another sentence that says what the climax of the story might be, another sentence that 

tells us of an event that follows the climax (falling action) and then one sentence that tells the reader what the resolution 

of the story might be. 

 

Theme--- (what's the situation you're creating about?)  State the central idea of your story.  You might think in terms of 

what new idea or understanding did you get from your involvement in your summer service project? For example, The 

Good Thief has exciting scenes around Ren learning to be a grave robber.  The action has many purposes but one is to 

show how Ren's identity develops as he struggles to survive.  The focus of your story might be the importance of being a 

good listener, how little kids have a special way of seeing the world, how people need people or whatever strikes you.  

 

Conflict-–(see characters)  one character might come in conflict with another or you might have an idea that revolves 

around a character vs. nature, a character vs. self or a character vs. society.  The key idea around stating a conflict is 

someone or something in opposition to someone or something.  
 

Please see the FAQ sheet for the Service to Blog Project and the rubric for details. For more information, contact Diane 

Smith, Library Director dms@fenwick.org 


