
English IV-College Prep 
 

Community Read: A Thousand Beginnings and Endings  edited by 

Ellen Oh. 

Assignment #1:  The Community One Read this summer is A Thousand Beginnings and Endings 

edited by Ellen Oh.  Please see the Fenwick website for information about the One Read book and the 

two-part reading assessment project instructions.  The summer reflection project assignment will be 

graded and will count as a first quarter religion grade. 

 
Assignment #2: In addition to the community read, each student needs to read ONE book from the list 

below. Each department recommended books for students, so there are a variety of books to choose 

from. Students will be assessed on their book choice in English class and it will count as a quiz for the 

first quarter in English.  

 

Defending Jacob by William Landry 
 
Andy Barber is a district attorney in Newton, Massachusetts investigating the murder of a young boy 

who was a classmate of his son. When the evidence suggests that the answer to the crime could be 

found within his own family, Barber is vexed and mystified. Was the killer a local pedophile? What 

does his father, a convicted murderer and rapist, have to do with the situation? What do you do when 

someone you love might be a monster? 
 

A Man Called Ove by Frederik Backman 
 
Ove can’t catch a break. His wife died of cancer. He was forced out of his longtime job. He can’t even 

commit suicide, because the nosy immigrant neighbors keep interrupting. Will he succeed in killing 

himself? Will the connections he grudgingly makes during these difficult times make a difference in his 

circumstances or outlook? Read this novel, which, surprisingly, is a comedy, to find out. 
 

Return to the Dark House by Laurie Faria Stoltz (sequel to Welcome to the Dark 

House) 
 

Ivy escaped the Nightmare Elf’s evil grip, although she is still haunted by thoughts of her less-fortunate 

friends. While she is trying to piece her life back together, a mysterious videotape arrives that draws her 

back into a dark and dangerous world. She has allies, but can they be trusted, or are they all just pawns 

in the Nightmare Elf’s game? 
 

In My Hands: Memories of a Holocaust Survivor by Irene Gatle Opely 
 



When World War II began, Irene Gut was just 17: a student nurse, a Polish Patriot, a good Catholic girl. 

forced to work in a German officer’s  dining hall. She  learns how to fight back. 
 

Basketball Junkie by Chris Herren and Bill Reynolds 
 
Chris Herren, from Fall River, Mass, had it all. He was a basketball star, destined for success on the court 

and a spot in the National Basketball Association. However, an addiction problem would cost him his on 

the court glory and very nearly his life. Mr. Herren’s life story is as harrowing as it is timely…..plus, 

Massachusetts! 
 

Bringing Down the House by Ben Mezrich (non-fiction) 
 
Can a group of super smart MIT students beat Las Vegas? Some card counting members of the MIT 

blackjack team sure gave it a try, and their adventure in American gambling makes up the substance of 

this fascinating true story. Who benefits when gambling, math, and good writing collide on the page? 

The readers, that’s who. 
 

Einstein’s Dreams by Alan Lightman 
 
Einstein, as a young scientist, is troubled by the dreams that he keeps having while also pursuing the 

completion of a monumental concept: his Theory of Relativity. This book uses thirty chapters to explore 

a fictionalized version of thirty Einstein dreams, each one part of a mosaic that, eventually, confirms 

Einstein’s Theory of Relativity from a spiritual angle. 
 

Snow Flower and Secret Fan by Lisa See 
 
In rural China, in the 19th century, Lily and her friend Snow Flower are closer than sisters, maybe even 

closer than a husband and wife. Both women undergo the painful Chinese process known as foot-

binding, which eventually breaks the bones in the feet and prevents the foot from growing. Life takes 

the women in different directions, until the Taiping Rebellion forces them to flee on their tiny feet. 

 

The Ice Bucket Challenge by Casey Sherman and Dave Wedge 
 
Did you participate in the Ice Bucket Challenge? 

 
The Ice Bucket Challenge swept the nation during the summer of 2014, but few know the man behind the 
craze .  Pete Frates, the promising young athlete whose gripping struggle is at the heart of this book. 

 
As illness crippled Frates, he mobilized a global army to combat one of the world’s most devastating 
diseased…ALS, often known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.  While fighting for his life, the former Boston College 
baseball star sparked an explosion of charitable giving that may change the face of his disease forever.  Frate’s  
story is a testament to the steadfast loyalty of family, the compassion of friends, and the generosity  of 
strangers. 

 
This is the story of a local man from Beverly who attended St. John’s Prep and Boston College who turned his 
tragic story into a way to help others. 
 

The Night He Died by Brian F. Hoeflinger,MD 
 



Life and Death . . . Two words with such opposite meaning and which inflict such contradictory emotions and 
yet are so closely intertwined in our lives. As parents, we bring meaning and life into this world through our 
children. Our lives become defined as a result. We learn the joy, hardship, and responsibility of shaping an 
innocent life. But a day will come when that life will be taken. For some, death will come too soon. Thus is the 
story of my son, Brian Nicholas Hoeflinger, who died unexpectedly at age 18. Brian was drinking alcohol the 
night he died and drove drunk. His car struck a tree and his life was ended. Nothing about Brian’s life 
suggested that he would meet this kind of untimely end. He was a gifted student and accomplished athlete. 
He was always generous with his time and words of encouragement to anyone who needed help. He was a 
good boy who made a mistake, and that one mistake cost him his life. That is the harsh reality of teenage 
drinking. I’ll never forget the image of my son lying there dead on a cold gurney in Trauma room 24 at Toledo 
Hospital, a room that I have been in so many times before as a neurosurgeon but never as a father. His lifeless 
body lay there almost as though he were asleep, and I wished he were only asleep but I knew he was dead 
and would never come back home with us. It was the worst singular feeling that I have ever experienced in my 
life. The second worst experience in my life was telling my 3 other children later that night that their older 
brother Brian was dead. It was heart breaking to watch Kevin, Julie, and Christie say goodbye to their big 
brother forever that night. Nothing can ever prepare you for such an event. And yet from this tragedy has 
come guidance and hope for others not to make the same mistake. This book will take you on a personal 
journey through the life and death of my son. You will see through my eyes the pain and agony of losing a 
child, but you will also experience the love, inspiration, and hope that has resulted. By reading this book, you 
will learn how more lives will be touched and saved through the life and death of my son than I could ever 
accomplish as a neurosurgeon. This is a book that every parent and every teenager should read. 
 
 
 
 

 
 


