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Turn your summer read experience into a Book to Life Photography Exhibit.  Is this the project you 

want to choose?  Use the following FAQ to determine if this approach to reflecting and responding to 

your summer read experience will give you the best opportunity to share and develop your skills. 

NOTE:  Do not use online photobook tools for creating your project.  This is your creative project with a 

series of exhibit sheets/placards that put the focus on specific passages from the three short stories you 

selected from A Thousand Beginnings and Endings and your original photos.   Print out your photos, 

grab a glue stick, color markers, a pair of scissors and get to work.  http://www.blurb.com/photo-books 

may give you some ideas but don't use it to create your project. 

What is a Stories to Life Photography Exhibit for the BFHS One Read?  The simplest definition is that 

you're going to turn some of the text of three short stories taken from  A Thousand Beginnings and Endings 

into a photographic experience of your own design.  This project is simply storytelling through the lens of 

your camera.  Select a series of passages A Thousand Beginnings and Endings. Think about the three 

stories and their main themes, characters, settings, plot elements etc to tune into ideas that moved you from 

the pages to the world. Paste a photo that helps your reader see an idea that you now understand better from 

reading A Thousand Beginnings and Endings. 

Where can I get an idea of what the finished product should look like?  Go to the store or your public 

library and look through a few photography books.  Are you familiar with the photos Eudora Welty 

published separately from the stories she wrote? Take a look at this article from Smithsonian Magazine to 

see how she used photography to see  http://www.smithsonianmag.com/womens-history/eudora-welty-as-

photographer-117044298/?no-ist  You will be re-telling imaginative tales from A Thousand Beginnings 

and Endings so be creative.   

How do I get started?  Read at least three (3) stories from A Thousand Beginnings and Endings.  You 

don’t need to approach this in a linear way starting with story number one.  Instead, skip through the book 

to get an idea of which stories appeal to you most.  Each is written by a different author.  Some stories are 

more anchored in reality than others and the voice of each author is unique. Do you prefer a mystery over 

a romance?  Is a ghost story more appealing than something about virtual reality or vampires?   Think 

about the main ideas and messages in each of the short stories you select.  Organize your thoughts and 

then head out with your camera.  Loosen up, be creative.  Watch how it comes together.  This should take 

multiple shoot sessions.  Your mood and your changing locations will contribute to the creativity of your 

final product.   Toss the photos and quotes that don't fit your overall project and keep the elements that 

will help you say what you intend to say. 

Don't skip reading the three stories and analyzing them.  Think about the legend or myth the author 

included at the end of the short story.  Use the author’s URL to read more about him or her.  What is the 

Asian culture represented in the legend?  Step into the original author's intentions to inform and entertain.  

You are not trying to literarily capture the exact scenes in the book but rather use scenes from your 

everyday world that seem to say something representative of the passages selected from the book.   

How do I know when enough photos are enough to convey the three short stories?  Have you said all 

that you wanted to convey to your viewer about each short story?  Do you think you’ve provided enough 

to peak the interest of your viewer so he/she might want to read the story first hand?   You'll need a 
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minimum of 18 photos and 18 quotes (six from each story) but you may find you need a few more to get 

the full meaning of the book across.  

Do I need to attach a paragraph to my project that reflects on my reading experience?  Yes.  The 

reflection component of the Summer One Read requires a three-point response.  Everyone for every 

project needs to write a paragraph that addresses these three ideas: 

1.) Would you have preferred that we just tell you which stories to read or require you to read the entire book?  In 

other words, was it fun exploring the possibilities of the anthology, was it a time-consuming burden or something in 

between? Why? 

2.) Reading non-fiction that is fact based, informational material like textbooks and directions on how to do 

something is very different from reading fiction like the stories in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings that taps our 

creativity and often asks the reader to suspend disbelief in imaginative and fantastical ways.  Did you enjoy the 

experience of reading these short stories or did it seem like work? 

3.) When you hear someone say, “I can’t wait to just relax into a good book.” What thoughts does it bring to mind? 

Any creative tips?   Never leave home without your camera, phone or whatever you're using to take your 

photos. You never know where or when inspiration will come.  It's usually a good idea to take notes while 

you're reading.  For example, what do you need to know about the plot and characters you plan to include 

in your Photography Exhibit?  

What should the finished Book to Life Photography Exhibit look like?  Standard 8 1/2 by 11 paper is 

best. Poster board is not recommended.  It doesn’t not last and isn’t as portable as the 8 ½ x 11’ book 

layout.  You may use different kinds of paper or mix it up-- larger, smaller, newsprint, etc.  Use markers 

and colored pencils to achieve a unique style.  Decide what adds to conveying your meaning and avoid 

what might distract your viewer from understanding what you say. 

The important thing is that when your audience looks at the series of photos and reads the quotes, the 

totality of the experience retells the three short stories that you liked best from A Thousand Beginnings 

and Endings. Remember, the photos need to be your original work, not pictures from the web or other 

exhibits.  Be sure to number each entry so your audience gets the story sequence the way you intended.   

How do I format citations for the photos I use? 

Most of the time you won't need to write attributions for your photos because they are your own work.  If 

someone uses one of your photos, they will need to follow the rules of MLA citation for a digital 

photograph.  Here are the guidelines from MLA 8th edition: 

 

Ask a librarian Ms. Smith is available via email at dms@fenwick.org so don't hesitate 

to reach out. The O'Rourke Library and Information Center is on the 3rd floor on the auditorium 

side of the school.  
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