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Reflection Paragraph & Short Story Creative Writing Project 
 
This is a two-part reading reflection experience.  A reflection paragraph about the reading experience 

must be submitted along with the short story to the student’s homeroom teacher on Sept. 4, 2019, the 

first full day of school. 

 

Part 1 The written reading reflection component: The reflection component of the Summer One Read requires a three-

point response.  Everyone for every project needs to write a paragraph that addresses these three ideas: 

1.) Would you have preferred that we just tell you which stories to read or require you to read the entire book?  In 

other words, was it fun exploring the possibilities of the anthology, was it a time-consuming burden or something 

in between? Why? 

2.) Reading non-fiction, that is fact based, informational material like textbooks and directions on how to do 

something is very different from reading fiction like the stories in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings that taps 

our creativity and often asks the reader to suspend disbelief in imaginative and fantastical ways.  Did you enjoy 

the experience of reading these short stories or did it seem like work? 

3.) When you hear someone say, “I can’t wait to just relax into a good book.” What thoughts does it bring to mind?  

Part 2  Short Story Writing Activity:  This is an opportunity to experience what it feels like to write a short story and 

submit it for publication. Stories should have teens as the main characters and be about the teen experience. Like A 

Thousand Beginnings and Endings, your short story needs to be rooted in a folktale or legend somehow related to your 

cultural heritage. Like the authors did in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings, immediately following your story you 

will include a brief summary of the myth or legend that inspired your short story.  The notes about the legend may include 

comments about your intention in writing your story or interesting choices you needed to make that were different or the 

same as details in the original legend.  The story should be well-written young adult fiction between 2,000 and 4,500 

words. Stories will be considered for submission to a teen focused publication. 

If you select this as your One Read Project, you can decide to enter your story to a teen focused publication later in the 

school year.  

Interested in giving writing a creative short story a try?  Read on… 

Your efforts begin with reading this summer's One Read, A Thousand Beginnings and Endings, edited by Ellen Oh. You 

are required to read at least three (3) short stories from the anthology but you are welcome to read all 15 stories if you 

choose.  The stories do not need to be read in order.  

 It is recommended that you keep an informal reading journal for yourself to track the way the different authors use the 

elements of their short story (character, setting, plot, climax, and theme). A Thousand Beginnings and Endings is an 

anthology.  Each author is unique although, for the purpose of the collection, they agreed on certain parameters. The 

authors included in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings agreed to draw on myths and legends from East Asian and 

South Asian cultures.  You will be using a myth or a legend from your own cultural heritage.  As you read through the 

short stories in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings be conscious of the structure of each story.  Be aware of how the 

rising elements of the story lead to the arc of the tale and what the author uses as falling action to bring the story to a 

close.   

Learn what you can from the experience of reading the various stories included in  A Thousand Beginnings and Endings.  

You, of course, will write in your own style and voice but considering the works of accomplished authors is a good source 

of inspiration and helps to keep your writing on track. 

Many people write because it's fun, they want to say something on the page, seek to entertain themselves and/or their 

friends etc.  and may have no interest in submitting a story for publication.  For those who think they might want to 

submit this project for consideration to be published in a teen print or online magazine, keep in mind that alterations might 
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be needed to meet the guidelines of a particular publisher.  For an example of publication guidelines, take a look at One 

Teen Story, an award-winning literary magazine that features the work of today’s best teen writers (ages 13-19). 

Guidelines for submission are at:  https://www.onestory.com/index.php?page=submit&pubcode=ots   

Below are a few visual representations for your reference: 

 
 

 
 

Remember, you do not have to write for the purpose of submitting your story to send for publication.  Writing is 

fun.  Learning how to creatively express yourself in a piece of fiction can be a very private matter for just you, 

your friends and the school.  It's up to you! 

 

Please see the FAQ sheet for the Short Story Creative Writing Project and the rubric for details. For more 

information, contact Diane Smith, Library Director dms@fenwick.org 
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