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Turn your summer read experience into Writing a Letter to the Author.  Is this the project you want to choose?  Use the following 

FAQ to determine if this approach to reflecting and responding to your summer read experience will give you the best opportunity 

to share and develop your skills. 

What do we mean when we ask you to write a letter to the author?  Following a standard personal letter format (see 

SAMPLE LETTER provided on the back of the description sheet for this project) share your ideas with the author of a 

short story from A Thousand Beginning and Endings or read all 15 short stories and write a letter to the editor. Be 

personal. Support your ideas with specific details, including examples and quotes.  

How do I get started?  Look through A Thousand Beginnings and Endings.  Use what you know about your own likes 

and dislikes, look at the titles, the story length, the source notes at the end of each short story, the information at the back 

of the book about the authors and skim a few paragraphs of each story to decide on the three (3) short stories you will 

select to read.  You are required to read at least three but you may decide to read all 15 stories once you get started. 

What difference does it make if I read the whole book or stop at three stories? In the end, your goal is to write a 

letter. If you read three stories, you’ll pick one of the three and write to that author.  If you decide to read all 15 short 

stories you will write to the editor of the anthology about the total collection.  Either way, your letter will include details 

from the story or stories and focus on how the writing made you see the world, think differently or inspire you to sit down 

and write a story of your own. 

How do I know what to write about in the letter?  Think about the main ideas and messages in the collection of stories 

or the single short story.  Organize your thoughts and then start to brainstorm.  Loosen up, be creative.  Watch how your 

ideas come together. Toss out what doesn't fit into your idea of your overall letter and start writing. Think about what it is 

about the story or the collection of stories that interests and moves you and put your ideas into your letter. 

Do I need to attach a paragraph to my project that reflects on my reading experience?  Yes.  The reflection 

component of the Summer One Read requires a three-point response.  Everyone for every project needs to write a 

paragraph that addresses these three ideas: 

1.) Would you have preferred that we just tell you which stories to read or require you to read the entire book?  In other words, was it 

fun exploring the possibilities of the anthology, was it a time-consuming burden or something in between? Why? 

2.) Reading non-fiction, that is fact based, informational material like textbooks and directions on how to do something is very 

different from reading fiction like the stories in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings that taps our creativity and often asks the 

reader to suspend disbelief in imaginative and fantastical ways.  Did you enjoy the experience of reading these short stories or did it 

seem like work? 

3.) When you hear someone say, “I can’t wait to just relax into a good book.” What thoughts does it bring to mind? 

What should the finished Letter to the Author look like? Your letter will be an MSWord document that is single 

spaced, Times New Roman 12-point font, at least five paragraphs, no less than one and no more than two pages (see 

SAMPLE on the project description sheet).    Print two copies of your letter using standard 8 ½ " by 11" white paper.  

Make sure that you sign both letters.   

What do I do with my two printed letters? Attach your reading reflection paragraph to one and put it into your book 

bag with the rest of the things you're bringing to school on your first full day.  The other copy of the letter, just the letter, 

goes into the mailbox.  Use a standard business size envelope, fold the letter into thirds.  Bring the bottom of the sheet up 

so that it's two-thirds of the way up the page, and crease.  Then fold down the top portion so that the crease matches up 

with the bottom of the paper.  Folding the letter this way ensures that it will fit into most business size envelopes.  Don’t 

forget to adhere a stamp to the top right side of the envelope and put your name and return address in the left corner.   
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