
 

Reflection Activity & Assessment of Summer Reading: 

A Thousand Beginnings and Endings  Edited by Ellen Oh 

Please see the FAQ sheet & SAMPLE LETTER document for the Letter to the Author Project and the rubric for 

details. For more information, contact Diane Smith, Library Director dms@fenwick.org 
 

 

           Reflection Paragraph & Letter to the Author Project  Freshmen Only 
 

Incoming freshmen can select this or one of the other three options for this year's One Read Project.  

Read through all four projects before deciding which option lends itself to demonstrating your unique 

skills.  NOTE: Writing a letter to an author is a point of immediate connection between you and 

someone who took the time and creative energy to tell you a story.  You get to share a little about you 

with another human being who has shared something special with you.  Just a thought! 

All projects require the student to write a three-point paragraph that reflects on the reading experience.  The paragraph 

needs to be attached to the completed project activity, in this case the Letter to the Author, and submitted together to the 

student’s homeroom teacher on Sept. 4, 2019, the first full day of school. 

Part 1  The written reading reflection component: The reflection component of the Summer One Read requires a 

three-point response.  Everyone for every project needs to write a paragraph that addresses these three ideas: 

1.) Would you have preferred that we just tell you which stories to read or require you to read the entire 

book?  In other words, was it fun exploring the possibilities of the anthology, was it a time-consuming 

burden or something in between? Why? 

2.) Reading non-fiction, that is fact based, informational material like textbooks and directions on how to do 

something is very different from reading fiction like the stories in A Thousand Beginnings and 

Endings that taps our creativity and often asks the reader to suspend disbelief in imaginative and 

fantastical ways.  Did you enjoy the experience of reading these short stories or did it seem like work? 

3.) When you hear someone say, “I can’t wait to just relax into a good book.” What thoughts does it bring 

to mind?  

Part 2  Letter to the Author Writing Activity:  Letter writing is quickly becoming a lost art.  New, brief forms of 

communication like emails, texting and chat apps are fast, informal and not appropriate for this activity. Tips: while you 

read, make notes in the margin of your book about your thoughts and reactions to passages, paste sticky notes on pages 

that seem particularly important within each story that you read or use a highlighter to select quotes that are meaningful to 

you. 

Getting started on your Letter to the Author Project begins with selecting and reading at least three (3) short stories from 

the book. Another way to approach this is that you can read all the short stories and write a letter to the editor of the book, 

Ellen Oh.  Either way, make sure it's part of your early summer schedule.  Think about what you read before writing your 

letter. Be curious about the authors and their choice of myth or folktale. As you read, notice your reactions to moments of 

conflict, love, fantasy, fear, hatred, and joy in the stories found in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings. 

You might ask someone or everyone in your house to read A Thousand Beginnings and Endings too!  Talking about 

which stories you liked, and which left you cold, is one way of getting concrete about your reactions to what you read and 

what you want to say in your letter.  Besides, things are usually easier and more fun when we share them with others.   

Your letter needs to follow a standard format using MSWord, single spaced, at least five paragraphs, no less than one page 

and no more than two. You will print and sign two copies, one is submitted to your homeroom teacher on the first full day 

of school and the other you will mail directly to Ms. Smith at the Fenwick Library.  She will forward the letter without 

comment or alteration to the author c/o the publisher as soon as she receives it.  Don’t wait until the last minute! 

 

See a Sample Letter to the Author on the other side… 



August 1, 2019 

Author Name (insert name of author or editor here) 

c/o Author Mail, Floor 21 

HarperCollins Young Adult Books 

195 Broadway 

New York, NY 10007 

 

Dear (insert name), 

This is an example of the format used for a standard letter to an author.  The letter needs to look like this 

example and follow the criteria detailed in the Letter to the Author project description sheet (see other side).  

The length of the letter will be no less than one page (at least five single spaced paragraphs) and no more than 

two, be typed using MSWord, 12-point Times New Roman font. You’ll mail one copy of the letter to the author 

using the address above and bring another copy with your reading reflection paragraph attached to pass in to 

your homeroom teacher on your first full day of school. 

The body of your letter needs to focus on how reading (insert the name of the short story here) got you 

thinking in new ways.   If you read the entire book and are writing to the editor then say so.  Otherwise, mention 

that the short story is featured in the anthology titled A Thousand Beginnings and Endings, edited by Ellen 

Oh.  It is important to organize your ideas and clearly present them using details and examples.   Avoid writing 

a fan letter or a book report.   Statements like, "You write very well and it was interesting." says little.  To write 

something meaningful to this author, try writing about how reading the story helped you to see something in a 

new way.  For example, the story may have caused you to realize something about the challenge of a 

relationship, confronting a fear, or maybe a setting or incident reshaped your view of the world. Be sure to put 

into words what the story helped you to understand better. 

The second and third paragraphs in the body of your letter give you opportunities to raise another issue (s). 

What do you think about the original myth or folktale that the author included following the short story? In 

some of the end sections, the author provides some insight into what he or she was trying to do in the short story 

so you might comment on that.   Considering the author’s contemporary short story, would you change the 

ending?  Use examples from the short story, like a quote or paraphrasing a scene, and explain how it helped you 

understand something better.  Make your letter specific using details that will really resonate with the author. 

Don't forget to say a little bit about yourself.  What goes on in your life that caused you to be curious about and 

interested in the story and/or its author.  Maybe you could see similarities in you and your life and the 

characters and events of the story. Do you have any questions for the author after visiting his or her website? 

Are you curious to learn more about the Asian culture related to the short story you read? Are you inspired to 

write your own short story? In other words, make your letter interesting for the author to read. 

In your conclusion it is important to write honestly about your reading experience. The letter's intent is to show 

the author that you read the story, reflected on the ideas in the story and, most importantly, that you are 

sincerely interested in the story and its inclusion in A Thousand Beginnings and Endings and how your 

reading changed you or your way of appreciating the world. It is likely that sending your letter will help the 

story author to understand better the impact of his or her attempt to inform and entertain. 

Sincerely, 

Lucy Letter 

123 Your Street 

New England Town, MA 12345 


