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Summer Reading 2016 

 

College Prep and College Prep-A (Honors and AP have a separate assignment) 

One Read: Orphan Train by Christine Baker Kline 

Assignment #1:  Please see the Library section of the Fenwick website for project instructions.  

This assignment will be graded by the library and it will count as a first quarter religion grade. 

Assignment #2:  In addition to the One Read, each student needs to read ONE book from their 

grade level (see below.)  Each department recommended books for students, so there are a 

variety of books to choose from.  Students will be assessed on their book choice in English class 

and it will count as a quiz for the first quarter in English. 

Choose one book from the list below (annotations from Goodreads) 

English IV: 

Defending Jacob by William Landry 

Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county for 

more than twenty years. He is respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and 

happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But when a shocking crime shatters their 

New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next. 

Return to the Dark House by Laurie Faria Stoltz (sequel to Welcome to the Dark House) 

Ivy Jensen survived the Dark House once, but can she make it out a second time? 

Two months have passed since Ivy narrowly escaped the Nightmare Elf’s grip, but the memories 

of Parker, Natalie, Shayla, Frankie, and Garth continue to haunt her. Their killer is still out 

there—somewhere. The police trail has gone cold, though, and it’s up to Ivy to piece together the 

clues. 

The Bridge of San Luis Rey by Thornton Wilder 

"On Friday noon, July the twentieth, 1714, the finest bridge in all Peru broke and precipitated 

five travelers into the gulf below." With this celebrated sentence Thornton Wilder begins The 

O'Rourke Library @  99 Margin Street, Peabody, MA  01960 
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Bridge of San Luis Rey, one of the towering achievements in American fiction and a novel read 

throughout the world. 

Basketball Junkie: a memoir by Chris Herren and Bill Reynolds (Mr. Herren will be 

speaking at Fenwick in the Fall.) 

At basketball-crazy Durfee High School in Fall River, Massachusetts, junior guard Chris Herren 

carried his family's and the city's dreams on his skinny frame. His grandfather, father, and older 

brother had created their own sports legends in a declining city. His grandfather, father, and older 

brother had created their own sports legends in a declining city; he was the last, best hope for a 

career beyond the shuttered mills and factories. 

Dark Tide: The Great Boston Molasses Flood of 1919 by Stephen Puleo (non-fiction) 

Around noon on January 15, 1919, a group of firefighters was playing cards in Boston's North 

End when they heard a tremendous crash. It was like roaring surf, one of them said later. Like a 

runaway two-horse team smashing through a fence, said another. A third firefighter jumped up 

from his chair to look out a window-"Oh my God!" he shouted to the other men, "Run!" 

Bringing Down the House by Ben Mezrich (non-fiction) 

It's Friday night and you're on a red-eye to the city of sin. Strapped to your chest is half a million 

dollars; in your overnight bag is another twenty-five thousand in blackjack chips; and your wallet 

holds ten fake IDs. As soon as you land in Las Vegas, you are positive you are being investigated 

and followed.  To top it all off, the IRS is auditing you, someone has been going through your 

mail -- and you have a multivariable calculus exam on Monday morning. 

Harry Potter and The Prisoner Of Azkaban by J.K.Rowlings (#3 of the Harry Potter 

books) 

Harry Potter is lucky to reach the age of thirteen, since he has already survived the murderous 

attacks of the feared Dark Lord on more than one occasion. But his hopes for a quiet term 

concentrating on Quidditch are dashed when a maniacal mass-murderer escapes from Azkaban, 

pursued by the soul-sucking Dementors who guard the prison. 

Snow Flower and Secret Fan by Lisa See 

In nineteenth-century China, in a remote Hunan county, a girl named Lily, at the tender age of 

seven, is paired with a laotong, “old same,” in an emotional match that will last a lifetime. The 

laotong, Snow Flower, introduces herself by sending Lily a silk fan on which she’s painted a 

poem in nu shu, a unique language that Chinese women created in order to communicate in 

secret, away from the influence of men. 
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English III 

Every Day by David Levithan  

Every day a different body.  Every day a different life. Every day in love with the same girl.  

There’s never any warning about where it will be or who it will be. A has made peace with that, 

even established guidelines by which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not 

interfere.  It’s all fine until the morning that A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s 

girlfriend, Rhiannon. 

 Welcome to the Dark House by Laurie Faria Stolarz  

What’s your worst nightmare?  For Ivy Jensen, it’s the eyes of a killer that haunt her nights. For 

Parker Bradley, it’s bloodthirsty sea serpents that slither in his dreams.  And for seven essay 

contestants, it’s their worst nightmares that win them an exclusive, behind-the-scenes look at 

director Justin Blake’s latest, confidential project. 

Hope : A School, a Team, a Dream by Bill Reynolds (non-fiction) 

Hope High School in Providence, Rhode Island was once a model city school, graduating a wide 

range of students from different backgrounds. But the tumult of the 1960s and the drug wars of 

the 70s changed both Providence and Hope. Today, the aging school is primarily Hispanic and 

African-American, with kids traveling for miles by bus and foot each day. 

 The Martian by Andy Weir 

Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars. Now, he's 

sure he'll be the first person to die there.  After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew 

to evacuate the planet while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded on Mars' surface, 

completely alone, with no way to signal Earth that he’s alive. 

Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson (non-fiction) 

Isaacson provides an extraordinary account of Jobs' professional and personal life. Drawn from 

three years of exclusive and unprecedented interviews Isaacson has conducted with Jobs as well 

as extensive interviews with Jobs' family members and key colleagues from Apple and its 

competitors, Steve Jobs: The Exclusive Biography is the definitive portrait of the greatest 

innovator of his generation. 

Flags of Our Fathers by James D. Bradley 

In February 1945, American Marines plunged into the surf at Iwo Jima—and into history. 

Through a hail of machine-gun and mortar fire that left the beaches strewn with comrades, they 

battled to the island’s highest peak. And after climbing through a landscape of hell itself, they 

raised a flag. 
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The Help by Kathryn Stockett 

In pitch-perfect voices, Kathryn Stockett creates three extraordinary women whose 

determination to start a movement of their own forever changes a town, and the way women--

mothers, daughters, caregivers, friends--view one another. A deeply moving novel filled with 

poignancy, humor, and hope, The Help is a timeless and universal story about the lines we abide 

by, and the ones we don't. 

English II 

Before We Were Free by Julia Alvarez 

Anita de la Torre never questioned her freedom living in the Dominican Republic. But by her 

12
th

 birthday in 1960, most of her relatives have emigrated to the United States, her Tío Toni has 

disappeared without a trace, and the government’s secret police terrorize her remaining family 

because of their suspected opposition of el Trujillo’s dictatorship. 

Acceleration by Graham McNamee 

It’s a hot, hot summer, and in the depths of the Toronto Transit Authority’s Lost and Found, 17-

year-old Duncan is cataloging lost things and sifting through accumulated junk. And between 

Jacob, the cranky old man who runs the place, and the endless dusty boxes overflowing with 

stuff no one will ever claim, Duncan’s just about had enough. Then he finds a little leather book. 

Edison’s Alley by Neal Shusterman and Eric Elfman (#2 in a series) 

Both Nick and the Accelerati have learned that the strange objects Nikola Tesla left in Nick’s 

attic are pieces of a Far Range Energy Emitter, capable of transmitting “free energy” to the 

globe. Some components of the contraption are still missing, but the objects themselves seem to 

be leading Nick to their current owners. Each piece is with the person who needs it the most. 

 Wonderstruck by Brian Selznick (author and illustrator of The Invention of Hugo Cabret & 

The Marvels) 

Ben and Rose secretly wish for better lives. Ben longs for his unknown father. Rose scrapbooks a 

famous silent actress. When Ben finds clues and Rose reads enticing news, the children 

independently run to New York for what they are missing. Ben's story in words, Rose's in 

pictures, come together in deafness. 

Joan of Arc by Mark Twain (non-fiction) 

"Joan of Arc is the lone example that history affords of an actual, real embodiment of all the 

virtues demonstrated by Huck and Jim and of all that Twain felt to be noble in man, Joan is the 

ideal toward which mankind strives. Twain had to tell her story because she is the sole concrete 
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argument against the pessimistic doctrines of his deterministic philosophy." --Robert Wiggins, 

Mark Twain: Jackleg Novelist 

A Walk in the Woods by Bill Bryson (non-fiction) 

Already a classic, A Walk in the Woods will make you long for the great outdoors (or at least a 

comfortable chair to sit and read in). The Appalachian Trail trail stretches from Georgia to Maine 

and covers some of the most breathtaking terrain in America–majestic mountains, silent forests, 

sparking lakes.  And Bill Bryson is surely the most entertaining guide you’ll find. 

Prey by Michael Crichton 

In the Nevada desert, an experiment has gone horribly wrong. A cloud of nanoparticles -- micro-

robots -- has escaped from the laboratory. This cloud is self-sustaining and self-reproducing. It is 

intelligent and learns from experience. For all practical purposes, it is alive.  It has been 

programmed as a predator. 

The Freedom Writers by Erin Gruwell (non-fiction) 

As an idealistic twenty-three-year-old English teacher at Wilson High School in Long beach, 

California, Erin Gruwell confronted a room of “unteachable, at-risk” students. One day she 

intercepted a note with an ugly racial caricature, and angrily declared that this was precisely the 

sort of thing that led to the Holocaust—only to be met by uncomprehending looks. 

English I 

The City of the Beast by Isabel Allende 

Fifteen-year-old Alexander Cold is about to join his fearless grandmother on the trip of a 

lifetime. An International Geographic expedition is headed to the dangerous, remote wilds of 

South America, on a mission to document the legendary Yeti of the Amazon known as the Beast.  

But there are many secrets hidden in the unexplored wilderness, as Alex and his new friend 

Nadia soon discover. 

The Marvels by Brian Selznick (author and illustrator of The Invention of Hugo Cabret & 

Wonderstruck) 

Welcome to New York. Here, burning figures roam the streets, men in brightly colored costumes 

scale the glass and concrete walls, and creatures from space threaten to devour our world. This is 

the Marvel Universe, where the ordinary and fantastic interact daily. This is the world of 

Marvels.  Witness the birth of this fantastic universe from the inside. 

Enter if You Dare by Alyson Larrabee  

Anthony is so obsessed with Annabelle Blake that he would die for her. Except he's already 
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dead. He's the ghost of the legendary Lonesome Boy but he’s not lonesome anymore because 

now he has Annabelle. He’s with her all the time. Stalking her. Waking her up in the middle of 

the night with his constant weeping and his ice cold wordless whispers.   She needs help. 

The Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom (non-fiction) 

Corrie ten Boom and her family became leaders in the Dutch Underground, hiding Jewish people 

in their home in a specially built room and aiding their escape from the Nazis. For their help, all 

but Corrie found death in a concentration camp. The Hiding Place is their story. 

April Morning by Howard Fast 

When you read this novel about April 19, 1775, you will see the British redcoats marching in a 

solid column through your town. Your hands will be sweating and you will shake a little as you 

grip your musket because never have you shot with the aim of killing a man. But you will shoot, 

and shoot again and again while your shoulder aches from your musket's kick. 

The Finest Hours by Michael Tougias (non-fiction) 

In the winter of 1952, New England was battered by the most brutal nor'easter in years. As the 

weather wreaked havoc on land, the freezing Atlantic became a wind-whipped zone of peril.  In 

the early hours of Monday, February 18, while the storm raged, two oil tankers, the Pendleton 

and the Fort Mercer, found themselves in the same horrifying predicament. Built with "dirty 

steel," and not prepared to withstand such ferocious seas, both tankers split in two, leaving the 

dozens of men on board utterly at the Atlantic's mercy. 

Tesla’s Attic by Neal Shusterman and Eric Elfman (#1 in a series) 

Tesla's Attic is the first book in a brilliantly imagined and hilariously written trilogy that 

combines science, magic, intrigue, and just plain weirdness, about four kids who are caught up in 

a dangerous plan concocted by the eccentric inventor Nikola Tesla. 

 

NOTE:  See appropriate postings for Honors and AP have a separate assignment 

 


