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General Information Summer One Read Project- -2016 
 

The goal of our summer One Read is to encourage our students to read and provide them with a 

positive experience. We believe in this as a whole school community; and as such, require 

everyone, faculty and students alike, to read one book that we will share together in a number of 

ways.  This year’s One Read is Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline. This is the 11
th

 

Anniversary of our One Read program and we've selected a historical novel that delivers an 

experience that is both compelling and interesting for students.  

 

Requirements:  All students are required to read Orphan Train, & another book (s) from their 

2016 summer reading list. Refer to the Bishop Fenwick website, www.fenwick.org  and select 

the Academics Tab to locate the O'Rourke Library & Learning Center for Summer Reading 

Program details.   

 

About the novel:  The main character's situation represents the actual tens of thousands of 

homeless children who were transported by train out of northern cities to the rural west between 

1854 and the Great Depression. The Children’s Aid Society wanted to give abandoned homeless 

children a fresh start. Some ended up adopted by kind families, but many ended up in hard labor. 

Vivian, our protagonist, is a fictional composite of those children who were sent to the Midwest.  

  

As the book opens, 17-year-old Molly Ayer is just about to age out of foster care when she steals 

a book from the library. Her punishment is a community service project to help a 91-year-old 

widow clean out her attic. As Molly gets to know Vivian, she realizes that although decades have 

passed between their life experiences, they actually have a lot in common. 

Project description sheets, FAQ's for each option and the grading rubric are available on the 

Library section of the BFHS website www.fenwick.org.  Students are required to complete one 

project over the summer that demonstrates reading and reflection: 

Visual Timeline: Freshmen Only 

Talk Show Interview 

Fiction Photography Exhibit 

Graphic Novel Project  

 

Completed projects are due to Homeroom Teachers on the first day of school in September.  

Once assessed, the grades will be forwarded to the Religion department in time to be included 

with the first quarter scores for report cards. 

 

If you have any questions about the projects or about the choice of reading, please contact Ms. 

Smith via email dms@fenwick.org.   
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