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Turn your summer read experience into a Talk Show Interview.  Is this the project you want to choose?  

Use the following FAQ to determine if this approach to reflecting and responding to your summer read 

experience will give you the best opportunity to share and develop your skills. 

What would an Interview Talk Show script look like for the BFHS One Read?  The simplest way to 

realize how the script will come together is to decide that you or one of the characters in the book will be 

the interviewer.  Next, decide who the three guests will be.  The template on the other side of this sheet 

provides the skeletal format and structure to get you started. 

Where can I get an idea of what the finished product should look like?  Watch or listen to a few 

interview talk shows so that you have the idea. Even if you are doing a radio show, TV interviews will 

help or the other way around. This is for academic purposes so select TV show formats that are 

appropriate and include several guests being interviewed together as part of their format.   For example, 

Charlie Rose, Tavis Smiley or something more on topic like Well Read www.wellread.org/.      

What do I have to do to write an Interview Show script?   Write at least three questions and three 

responses for each guest.  So, all together, you need to write at least 18 pieces of dialogue (nine questions 

and nine answers, 3 each for 3 quests.)  Select the characters that you think are essential to conveying the 

main ideas of the book and design your questions so the guests gradually reveal the important ideas in the 

book. 

How do I get started?  Read the book and think about the main ideas and messages the book conveyed 

to you.  Organize your thoughts and then select the characters you think would work best for helping the 

audience understand the story. Make sure your interview questions & responses are open ended so your 

guests are prompted to do most of the talking.  If, for example you have your interviewer ask, "Did you 

like being the main character in the story?" the guest might give a one word answer like "Yes."  Instead, 

ask questions that provoke more interesting dialogue from the guests. 

Should I just jump in and see where the Interview Script goes?  The unstructured approach might end 

up taking too much time and go off in directions that won't convey to your viewers what the book was 

about.  Take a few minutes to analyze the story.  Write and present your questions so one of your guests 

gives a brief overview of the story and then follow-up questions should reveal more of the story and make 

your audience want to read the book.    

How do I know what to put into interview questions?  Stick to the book.  Remember, the Talk Show 

audience has tuned into your show to hear about the latest greatest best book.  They are deciding if they 

want to read the book for themselves.  Use your questions to bring your guests to life and your guest 

responses to bring the One Read story to life.  If you need a spoiler alert, be sure to put it up front.  

Any creative tips?   It's usually a good idea to take notes while you're reading.  For example, what do you 

need to know about the plot and characters to formulate revealing and interesting questions? Also, once 

you've put together a rough outline of how the interview will go, ask a few friends or family members to 

play a part in your interview show and see how the dialogue works. 

What should the finished Interview Script look like?  Type your script like you see it in the 
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following template.   Your final product will have the Intro and close from the host and the 9 questions 

and 9 responses clearly labeled to indicate which character say what and when it's said.     

WRITING YOUR TALK SHOW SCRIPT  Use the follow ing as a guide 

for your scrip t.  Finish read ing The Orphan Train, determine which Talk Show your characters will be 

on and  who you will invite to be your guests.   

Introduction by moderator or host: Good morning /  afternoon/  evening. Our guests 

today recently appeared  in this summer's BFHS One Read book.  I'm _____________ 

and you're watching _________________.Today/ tonight we'll be talking about The 

Orphan Train. 

 

To better understand  the events of the book, we'll talk with ____________________, who 

is___________; as well as______________________, who_______________________. 

Finally, for a perspective from a _____________________, we'll also 

have_______________________on our show. 

We're going to start with _______________. Mr/ Mrs.__________________, tell us 

__________. 

1st Guest: Well, ________________________________________________________. 

Host's response: Let's go to ________________________________for a response. 

Mr/ Mrs._________________, what do you think of ____________'s comment? 

2nd guest: Well, ____________________________________________________ 

1st Guest response to 2nd guest: _______________________________________ 

Continue to encourage talk round table d iscussion format, involving all guests in a  

d ialogue/ debate that shows d ifferent sides of the One Read book: 

_____________________________________________________________________. 

Concluding Statement by host: ____________________________________________. 

The above talk show script template was adapted  from the work of Joel Ortiz, San Diego State University. 

This sheet accompanies the Talk Show Project Description  

Ask a librarian Ms. Smith is available via email at dms@fenwick.org so don't hesitate 

to reach out. The O'Rourke Library and Learning Center is on the 3rd floor on the auditorium 

side of the school.  

mailto:dms@fenwick.org

