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English II  - Honors Summer Reading Assignment 2016 
 
       Total of four books and one dialectical journal. 
 

1.  Community Read:  Orphan Train by Christine Baker Kline 

Assignment: Check Fenwick Website. This will be graded by librarian for a first quarter 

Religion grade. 

 
2.   Read the following two works: 

The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger (Journal required for this book) 
A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest Gaines    
 

3.  Choose a book from the 10th grade reading list.  You will be evaluated on that when 
you return to school. 

4.  Sophomore Honors students are also expected to complete one dialectical journal in 

which they work interactively with one book which is The Catcher in the Rye  

This journal is due the first day of class! 

 

DIRECTIONS: 
I recommend that you annotate the text as you read, jotting down meaningful questions, 
comments, or connections you make as you read. These comments will be very useful to you as 
you develop your journals.  A dialectical journal is a double entry or “split” journal in which the 
reader identifies significant passages from the text on one side of the paper and writes a 
personal response to the passage on the opposite side.  This method of interacting with the 
text encourages the reader to think about, digest, question, clarify, critique, and remember 
important aspects of the work of literature.  Approach this journal as if you are holding a 
thoughtful conversation with yourself about key points in the novel or specific phrases or 
dialogue that draws you into the story or causes you to question motive or outcome. Make 
references to characters and events. 
 
Since some of your comments on the right side of your journal may have to do with predicting 
outcome, it is very important you complete your journal as you read and not after you’ve 
finished reading the book.  

 Divide your paper into two columns. Please type and use the” insert table function.” 
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 Head the left-hand column “Note-Taking.” 

 Head the right-hand column “Note-Making.” 

 As you read, take notes of passages that interest you. (Include page numbers). After 

reading, review your notes and choose fifteen (15) of your best notes to type in the left-

hand column of your journal. 

 As you take these initial notes, comment on why this passage is significant to you at this 

particular point in your reading. These comments should be typed opposite the note in 

the right-hand column of the journal. 

 Continue this format for all notes 

 Stop every three to four entries and reflect on what you have discovered. 

Your entries may include comments, questions or reactions to plot, characterization, 
relationships, setting or background of the novel. You may also include responses to the text 
that may stem from personal experience.  Comments on relevant literary aspects are also 
encouraged, especially those which have some impact on the meaning of the work as a whole.  
Descriptive language, figures of speech, diction, foreshadowing, symbols, motifs etc are a just a 
few examples of literary elements that may be of importance to your interpretation or analysis 
of the text. 
 
 
SAMPLE JOURNAL ENTRY:   
                         NOTE-TAKING                                                                                         NOTE-MAKING 

 
“Give me liberty or give me death” (42). 
 

 
Patrick Henry strikes me as quite an extremist. He 
actually wanted to die if the colonists refused to declare 
a revolution. He seems like a warmonger here. 

On this side, the line from the text is typed in quotes            On this side, the reader reacts, to the intent of  
followed by the page number.                                                   of the author .  Note: This is not a paraphrase. 

 
 
 


