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Talk Show Interview: The emphasis of this project is writing and communication. 

 

Create a script for a television or radio talk show. Suppose that the audience of the talk show is 

made up of people interested in hearing about the historical novel Orphan Train.  You decide 

who will host the show and who will be invited as guests. Provide enough scripting to lead the 

audience to an understanding of the novel.   

 
While you read the book, think about the main ideas and messages the book conveys.  Organize your 

thoughts and then select the characters you think would work best for helping the audience understand the 

story. Make sure your interview questions & responses are open ended so your guests are prompted to do 

most of the talking.  If, for example you have your interviewer ask, "Did you like being the main 

character in the story?" the guest might give a one word answer like "Yes."  Instead, ask questions that 

provoke more interesting dialogue from the guests. 

The finished project should be a typed script. It is not necessary to record your interview or 

create a video since your grade is based on the script, not its performance.  Keep in mind, you 

need to write an introduction to the show and a closing of the show from the host. You also need 

to write at least 9 questions and 9 responses clearly labeled to indicate which character says what 

and when each speaks.     

 

Watch a few TV interview talk shows so that you have the idea.  This is for academic purposes 

so select TV show formats that are appropriate and include several guests being interviewed 

together as part of their format.   For example, Charlie Rose, Tavis Smiley or something more on 

topic like Well Read www.wellread.org .      

 

Please see directions, the FAQs and the rubric for details. For more information, questions and/or 

comments contact Diane Smith, Library Director dsmith@fenwick.org Here's a sample of the 

template provided to get you started: 

 

Introduct ion by  moderator or host : Good morning / afternoon/ evening. Our guests 

today  recent ly  appeared in this summer's BFHS One Read book.  I'm _____________ 

and you're w atching _________________.Today /tonight  w e'll be talking about  The 

Orphan Train. 

 

To bet ter understand the events of the book, w e'll talk w ith ____________________, 

w ho is___________; as w ell as______________________, w ho_______________________. 

Finally , for a perspect ive from a _____________________, w e'll also 

have_______________________on our show . 
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